
Welcome to the 

101st Annual 

Meeting and 

Luncheon 
February 17, 2023 

Marriott Riverwalk 

Hotel, Southtown 3 

Ballroom   

Education then, 

beyond all other 

devices of human 

origin, is the great 

equalizer of the 

conditions of men, 

the balance-wheel 

of the social 

machinery. 

Horace Mann 

 

 

 

 

 Agenda  

Welcome – Opening Remarks – Guests.           by Ruben Alejandro 

Presentations to Corporate Partners              by Ruben Alejandro 

Outstanding Public Educator.  

  to Dan Domenech                                             by Lisa Parady 

 

Invocation (Lunch Served)                              by Charles Johnson 

 

Recognition - Retiring Executive Director      by James Harvey 

Ambassador Awards                                         by Ruben Alejandro 
to Martin Brooks, Brent Clark, Jeanne Collins,  

Gregg Fuerstenau, Andi Fourlis, Kevin Riley,  

and James Harvey                                                             
 

Outstanding Friend of the League  

to Kathleen Hurley & David Berliner      by Jeanne Collins-Deweese 

Outstanding Friend of Public Education  

 to Gary Orfield and Patricia Gándara              by Brent Clark  

Panel and Questions                                          by Jimmy Minichello 

 With Kathleen Hurley, Gary Orfield, and Patricia Gándara                      

 

 

Business Meeting  

The League By-Law Proposal                              by Ruben Alejandro 

Nomination and Election                                      by Ruben Alejandro 

Introduction of New Executive Director              by Ruben Alejandro 

Past President’s Award to Ruben Alejandro by James Harvey 

Passing the Gavel to Bill Mathis                        by Ruben Alejandro 

Adjournment                                                       by Bill Mathis 

 

 

 

 

https://www.azquotes.com/author/9393-Horace_Mann


2 

 

-Corporate Partners 

Corporate Partners

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
The League's Mission  
The mission of the 
Horace Mann League, a 
patriotic, honorary, and 
educational organization, 
is to advance public 
education. The Horace 
Mann League will 
advance public education 
through the following: 
1. Promote the 

importance of public 
education for our 
democracy. 

2. Support educational 
leaders in identifying 
and responding to 
practices and trends 
affecting public 
education that are 
inconsistent with the 
principles of our 
democracy 

3. Represent and 
communicate the value 
and reality of public 
education to executive, 
legislative, and judicial 
bodies, and to the public 
at large; and, 

4. Recruit and recognize 
those who advance 
public education. 

 

   
The 2023 Outstanding 

Friend of Education 

Award will be 

presented to Gary 

Orfield and Patricia 

Gándara. 

Gary Orfield and Patricia 

Gándara are co-directors 

of UCLA’s Civil Rights 

Project have been in the 

vanguard of academic 

inquiry into the inequities 

that plague American 

society. But they’re also 

a formidable team off the 

campus – as a married 

couple.  

Gándara and Orfield are 

presently immersed in a 

research initiative in 

collaboration with 

scholars across the 

nation, to develop a civil 

rights research and policy 

agenda for the next 

quarter century. Their 

recent books include 

Schools Under Siege:  

The Impact of 

Immigration 

Enforcement on 

Educational Equity 

(2021, Harvard Ed Press) 

by Gándara and The 

Walls Around 

Opportunity:  The 

Failure of Color-Blind 

Policy for Higher 

Education (2022, 

Princeton U. Press)  

 

The 2023 Outstanding 

Public Educator 

Award will be 

presented to Dan 

Domenech. 

 

Daniel A. Domenech 

has served as executive 

director of the 

American Association 

of School 

Administrators since 

July 2008. Domenech 

has more than 36 years 

of experience in public 

education, twenty-

seven of those years 

served as a school 

superintendent. 

 

Domenech began his 

teaching career in New 

York City, where he 

taught sixth grade in a 

predominantly black 

and Hispanic 

community in South 

Jamaica, Queens.  

 

He then became 

program director for 

the Nassau Board of 

Cooperative 

Educational Services, 

which is the largest 

intermediate school 

district in the State of 

New York.  

The 2023 Friend of the 

League Award will be 

presented to Kathleen 

Hurley. 

 

 

Kathy Hurley is a former 

senior executive for 

numerous educational 

publishing and 

technology companies, 

Hurley was selected as a 

Fellow of the Advanced 

Leadership Initiative 

(ALI) at Harvard 

University and co-

founded a global 

nonprofit organization, 

Girls Thinking  

 

Hurley is a long-time 

friend of the League and 

instrumental in linking 

with corporate partners.  

She is a senior advisor to 

several educational 

technology companies, 

education associations, 

and school 

superintendent networks.  

 

She is also the co-editor, 

with Priscilla Shumway, 

of Real Women, Real 

Leaders: Surviving and 

Succeeding in the 

Business World (Wiley). 
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The 2022 Officers and Directors
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Nominated 2023 Officers, Executive Director, and Director 

      

President 

William Mathis 

(VT) 

Former Exec. 

Manager, 

NEPC Brandon, 

VT  

 

President-elect 

Brent Clark (IL) 

Executive 

Director, Illinois 

School 

Administrators 

Association, 

Springfield, IL 

Vice President 

Kevin Riley 

(NE) 

Professor of Ed. 

Ad. & former 

Supt. 

Gretna, NE 

Past President 

Ruben Alejandro 

(TX) 

Former Supt of 

Schools 

Student Impact 

Consulting, 

Weslaco, TX 

Executive Director 

Jeanne Collins- 

Deweese  

(SC) 

Former Supt. of 

Schools. Brandon, 

Vermont 

Reappointment 

Director  

David Berliner 

Professor 

Emeritus 

Arizona St. U. 

(CA) 

Ambassador Awardees for 2022 

 
Martin Brooks  

(NY) 

 
Brent Clark 

 (IL) 

 
Jeanne Collins 

(VT) 

 
Andi Fourlis 

(AZ) 

 
Gregg 

Fuerstenau  

(IL) 

 
James 

Harvey 

(WA) 

 
Kevin Riley 

(NE) 

President 

Rubén 

Alejandro   

(TX) 

 
Pres. elect, 

Bill Mathis 

(VT) 

 
Vice-Pres. 

Brent Clark 

(IL) 

 
Past Pres. 

James 

Harvey 

(WA) 

 
Director 

David 

Berliner 

(CA) 

 
Director  

Martin 

Brooks 

(NY) 

 
Director  

Martha 

Bruckner 

(NE) 

 
Director  

Jeanne 

Collins (VT) 

 
Director  

Virginia 

Cardenas 

(TX) 

 
Director  

Linda Darling 

Hammond 
(CA) 

 
Director  

Talisa 

Dixon (OH) 

 
Gregg 

Fuerstenau  

(IL) 

 
Andi 

Fourlis  

Mesa, AZ 

 
Lisa Parady  

Juneau, AK 

 

 

 
Jimmy 

Minichello 

(VA) 

 
Kevin Riley 

Director  

 (NE) 

 
Brian 

Schmidt 

(NY) 

 
Joshua  

Starr  

(VA) 

 

 
Jack 

McKay 

Exec Dir. 



The Horace Mann League 

Past Presidents 
1922 Carroll Pearse           WI 

1926 Payson Smith            ME 

1930 George M. Child       UT 

1931 George Strayer         NY 

1932 Fred M. Hunter         OR 

1933 E.E. Oberholtzer       TX 

1934 H Lester Smith         IN 

1935 John K. Norton         NY 

1936 Ben G. Graham         PA 

1037 Millard Leffler          NE 

1938 John Sexton              CA 

1939 Willard Given           DC 

1940 Alexander Stoddard RI 

1941 L.J. Nuttall               UT 

1942 Harold J. Benjamin   MD 

1044 Homer Anderson      MA 

1946 Howard Driggs         NY 

1947 James Edmonson      MI 

1948 I. E. F. Williams       OH 

1950 Benjamin L. Smith    NC 

1951 Mark A. Smith          GA 

1953 Virgil Rogers            VA 

1955 Selmer H. Berg         CA 

1957 Henry H. Hill            TN 

1958 Richard Kennan        MD 

1959 Edgar Fuller             DC 

1960 L. Stacy Weaver       NC 

1962 frank W. Cyr            NY 

1963 John L Buford          IL 

1964 Lynn Bennion           UT 

1965 Shirley Cooper         WV 

1966 Edward Rutter          CT 

1967 Phillip Weaver          NC 

1968 Chester Swanson      CA 

1969 Edgar W. Davis        CT 

1970 Walter Hetzel           IA 

1971 Eugene Mellon         IL 

1972 Mildred F. Reed        DC 

1973 George Brain            WA 

1974 Archibald Shaw        MI 

1975 Frank Yulo               CT 

1976 Charles Weaver        NC 

1977 Paul Rossey              NJ 

1978 W J. House               NC 

1979 Homer Elseroad        CO 

1980 Ken Hansen              CO 

1981 Albert Ayers             VA 

1982 Orvin Plucker           KS 

1984 Floyd W. Parsons     AR 

1985 Anne Campbell         NE 

1986 Donald Thomas       UT 

1987 Patrick Hoban         WA 

1983 Paul Shelly               NJ 

1988 Linton Deck,            NC 

1989 Jack Mawdsley         MI 

1990 John Prasch              NE 

1991 Ron Ethridge            OH 

1992 Bob Fortenberry       MS 

1994 Malcolm Katz           GA 

1995 Edna Manning          OK 

1996 Paul Houston            VA 

1997 Terry Grier               CA 

1998 Cleve Hammonds     MO 

1999 Jane Hammond         CO 

2000 Beverly Reap            OH 

2001 Kenneth Bird            NE 

2002 Ben Canada               OR 

2003 Arthur Stellar            MI 

2004 Larry Dlugosh          NE 

2005 Spike Jorgensen        AK 

2006 John Simpson           VA 

2007 Walter Warfield        IL 

2008 Collen Wilcox           CA 

2009 Fred Hartmeister       TX 

2010 Steve Rasmussen      WA 

2011 George Garcia          CO 

2012 Julie Underwood       WI 

2013 Mark Edwards          NC 

2014 Joe Hairston             MD 

2015 Gary Marx                VA 

2016 Charles Fowler         NH 

2017 Christine Johns         MI 

2018 Martha Bruckner       IA 

2019 Laurie Barron           MT 

2020 Lisa Parady     AK 

2021 James Harvey     WA 

2022 Ruben Alejandro.      TX 

 

Executive Directors  
1993-23 Jack McKay WA 

1992-93 Paul Rossey PA 

1977-91 Robert Fleischer 

1972-77 Clayton Hutchins 

1963-71 William Early 

1959-63 Benjamin Smith 

1955-59 E.I. Williams 

1946-54 Joy Elmer Morgan 

1925-45 Carroll Pearse 

1924 Robert Wright 

1923 John R. Kirk 

1922 John A. Smith 

 

The Horace Mann 

League's Podcast 

Series.  

Thoughts on the State of 

Public Education by David Berliner 

and Diane Ravitch.  

Leading a School District During 

a Pandemic with Jim Sutfin, 

Luvelle Brown, and Andi Fourlis.   

Challenges and Opportunities of 

Leading with Jeanne Collins, Doug 

Burge, and Laurie Barron.   

The Implications of charters and 

Privatization of Public 

Education with Carol Burris and 

Kevin Welner 

Critical Race Theory and School 

Board Meetings 

with Bryan Brayboy, Adrienne 

Dixson, and Daniel G. Solorzano.  

The U.S. Dept. of Education and 

the Local Public 

School with Secretary Miguel 

Cardona and Julie Underwood. 

Equity and Equality in the Public 

Schools with  Linda Darling 

Hammond and Joshua Starr. 

Recent Supreme Court Decision 

and the Implications for Public 

Schools with Derek Black and 

Jessica Levin. 

Democracy and Education: The 

Crisis of our Times with David 

Berliner and Joel Westheimer 

Why Public Education is the Best 

Safety Net for Democracy with 

James Harvey and Jimmy 

Minichello. 

 

Future Podcasts 
Artificial Intelligence 

Equity and Leadership  

Women in Leadership 

The Supt’s Necessary Skills 

Equity and Opportunity 

Lies and Myths: Obstructions to 

democracy and Education 

As Good as it Gets 

 

Podcast Committee: Bill Mathis, 

Jeanne Collins, Steve Gross,  

Kevin Riley, James Harvey, Jimmy 

Minichello, David Berliner & Jack 

McKay 

https://youtu.be/8HAoIG74LRQ
https://youtu.be/8HAoIG74LRQ
https://youtu.be/wtxv5IOsUuo
https://youtu.be/wtxv5IOsUuo
https://youtu.be/Ko3UBP5nOTA
https://youtu.be/Ko3UBP5nOTA
https://youtu.be/pS2k1RjplhU
https://youtu.be/pS2k1RjplhU
https://youtu.be/pS2k1RjplhU
https://youtu.be/jEOzfOEX4-k
https://youtu.be/jEOzfOEX4-k
https://youtu.be/c34sApF9kLc
https://youtu.be/c34sApF9kLc
https://youtu.be/c34sApF9kLc
https://youtu.be/Ep_POrzwzv8
https://youtu.be/Ep_POrzwzv8
https://youtu.be/qRZVVbQuqWo
https://youtu.be/qRZVVbQuqWo
https://youtu.be/qRZVVbQuqWo
https://youtu.be/qRZVVbQuqWo
https://youtu.be/qRZVVbQuqWo
https://youtu.be/qRZVVbQuqWo
https://youtu.be/xc9VWpjNVy8
https://youtu.be/xc9VWpjNVy8
https://youtu.be/xjp7b0hiJzA
https://youtu.be/xjp7b0hiJzA


 Horace Mann League Awardees    1997 – 2023        OF=Outstanding Friend of Public Education.   

OE=Outstanding Public Educator.   FL= Friend of the Horace Mann League. 

 

 
 

 
 

2014 OF 
Rich Bagin, 

Exec. Dir. 
NSPRA 

 

 
 

 
 

1998 OE 
Emeritus 

Prof. David 
Berliner 

Arizona St. U 

 
2022 OF 

Gloria Ladsen 
Billings, U. of 

Wisconsin 

 

 
 

 
 

2012 FL 
Ken Bird 

Past Pres. 
CEO Avenue 

Scholars 

 

 
 

 
 

2002 OE 
Gerald Bracy 

Researcher -
Author 

 

 
 

 
 

2020 FL  
Martha 

Bruckner 
Past Pres. 

 

 
 

 
 

2018 OF  
Carol Burris 

CEO 
Network for 

Public Ed. 

 

 
 

 
 

2015 OF 
Gene Carter 

Exec. Dir. 
ASCD 

 

 
 

 
 

1997 OE 
Gordon 

Cawelti, 
Assoc for 

Curr. Dev. 

 

 
 

 
 

2014 OE 
Larry Cuban 

Professor 
Stanford 

University 

 

 

 

 
 

2007 OE L. 

Deck, 

Professor 

Peabody 
College 

 
2023 OE 

Dan 

Domenech 
AASA 

Executive 

Director 

 

 

 

 
 

2014 OF 

Marion W. 

Edelman 

Children’s 
Defense Fd 

 

 

 

 
 

2015 FL 

Mark 

Edwards 

Past 
President 

 

 

 

 
 

2017 FL 

Charles 

Fowler 

 Past 
President 

 

 

 

 
 

2003 OF 

M. Fitzgerald 

Reader’s 

Digest 

 
2023 OE 

Patrícia 

Gándara 
C0-Dir. 

UCLA Civil 
Rights Proj. 

 

 

 

 
 

2016 OE 

Gene Glass, 

Professor 

University 
Colorado 

 

 

 

 
 

2018 FL Jay 

Goldman 

Editor AASA 

Administrator 
Journal 

 

 

 

 
 

2009 OE 

John 

Goodlad 

Professor, U. 
Washington 

 

 
 

 

 

2004 FL 

Terry Grier, 
Past President 

 

 
 

 

 

2000 FL 

Jane 
Hammond 

Past 

President 

 

 
 

 

 

2005 OE 

Linda D. 
Hammond 

Professor 

Stanford U. 

 

 
 

 

2016 OE 

Andy 

Hargraves 
Boston 

College 

2022 Fl 

James 
Harvey, Past 

President 

 
2001 OE 

Paul Houston 
AASA Exec. 

Dir. & Past 

Pres. 

 

 
 

 

 

1998 OF 

James Hunt 
Gov. North 

Carolina 

 
2023 FL 

Kathleen 
Hurley 

Author - 

Consultant 

 

 
 

 

 

2012 OF Jack 

Jennings, Ctr. 
Public Policy 

 

 
 

 

 

2011 FL 

Spike 
Jorgensen 

Past Pres. 

 

 
 

 

 

2006 OF 

Jonathon 
Kozol, 

Author 

 

 
 

 

 

2007 OE 

Charles F. 
Johnson 

Pastors TX 

Children 

 

 
 

 

 

2008 OE 

Carroll 
Johnson, 

Columbia 

University 

 
2020 FL 
Cindy 

Johnson 

Artemis 

Connections 

 

 
 

 

 

2011 OE 

Michael 
Kirst, 

Professor 

Stanford U. 

 

 
 

 

 

2019 OE 

Henry Levin 
Professor 

Columbia 

University 

 

 
 

\\ 

 

1996 OE 

Larry 
Lezotte, 

Effective 

Schools 

  

 
 

 

 

2000 OF 

Barry Lynn, 
Exec Dir. 

Americans 

United 

 

 
 

 

 

2018 OE 

Manager- 
Dir., Nat. Ed. 

Policy Center 

 

 
 

 

 

2016 FL 

Gary Marx, 
Author & 

Past 

President 

 
2018 OF  

Bill Mathis 
Mngr. Dir. 

NEAP 

 

 
2005 FL 

Jack McKay 

Emeritus 

Prof. & Dir. 

HML 

 
2015 OE 

Pedro 

Noguera, 

Professor 

NYU. 

 

 
 

 

 

2019 OE 

Jeanne 
Oakes, 

Emeritus 

Prof. UCLA 

 
2023 OF 

Gary Orfield 

Co-Director 
UCLA Civil 

Rights Project 

 

 
 

 

 

2013 OE 

Tom Paysant 
Harvard U. & 

Past Pres. 

 

 
 

 

 

2008 OF 

Wendy 
Puriefoy,  

Public Ed. 

Network 

 

 
 

 

 

2011 OE 

Diane 
Ravitch 

Author. 

Prof. NYU 

 

 
 

 

 

2002 OF 

Richard 
Rothstein 

Journalist  

NY Times 

 

 
 

 

 

1999 OF 

Bob Salvin, 
Research 

Hopkins U 

 

 
 

 

 

1996 OF 

Richard 
Riley, US Sec 

of Ed. 

 

 
 

 

 

2019 OF 

Andy 
Schaefer, VP 

Discovery  

 

 
 

 

 

2010 OE 

Phil 
Schlechty   

Education 

Consultant 

 

 
 

 

 

1999 OF 

Lew Salmon 
Milken 

Foundation 

 

 
 

 

 

2003 OF 

Ted Sanders 
Pres, Ed. 

Comm. of 

the States 

 

 
 

 

 

2020 OE P. 

Smagorinsky 
Professor  

U.  Georgia 

 

 
 

 

 

2007 OE 

Tom Sobol 
Comm. NY 

Education 

Comm. 

 

 
 

 

 

2006 FL Art 

Stellar, Past 
Pres. 

 

 
 

 

 

2005 OF 

Joyce Stupski 
President  

Stupski Fd 

 

 
 

 

 

2006 OE 

Gerald 
Tirozi, Exec. 

Dir. NASSP 

 
2022 OF 
Valerie 

Strauss, 

Journalist 

Wash. Post 

 

 
 

 

 

2004 OF 

Frosty Troy, 
Editor OK 

Observer 

 

 
 

 

 

2004 OE 

Julie 
Underwood 

NSBA & 

Past Pres 

 

 
 

 

 

2009 OF 

Ken 
Underwood 

Consultant 

 

 
 

 

 

2013 OF 

Mark 
Warner, US 

Senator 

Virginia 

 

 
 

 
 

 

2018 OE 

Kevin 

Welner, Dir. 
NEAP 

 

 
 

 

2002 OF 

2004. FL 

Chad 
Wooley, 

Pres. HOST  

 

 
 

 

 

2009 OE 

Harry 
Wong, 

Author - 

Speaker 

 

 
 

 

 

2017 OE 

Yong Zhao,  
Professor, U. 

of Kansas 

 



Nominate a Colleague  
for Membership in the Horace Mann League. 

 

Colleague’s Name: __________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________ 

Phone: _____________________________________ 

Address: (optional) _________________________ 

City/St/Zip: _________________________________ 

 

Nominated by: _____________________________ 

Email: ______________________________________ 

 

Option to pay for colleague’s annual dues. 
($175 for regular or $90 for retired or grad student) 

 

Credit card information: 

Name on Card: ___________________________ 

CC# ______ - ______ - ______ - ________ 

Exp Date: ____/ _____ 

Phone # (__ __ __) __ __ __ - __ ___ __ __  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
The Horace Mann League 
4018 Bryce Canyon Way 
Lancaster, SC 29720 
jcolliins@hmleague.org 

 

Website: www. hmleague.org 

 

Public Education: Defending the 

Cornerstone of 

Democracy.  
Edited by David Berliner 

and Carl Hermanns. 

 

To order: 

Softcover: $39.95 – 

Hardcover: $120.00 

Amazon.com or Teachers 

College Press 

________________________________________ 
Chapter Titles: 
In Times of Crisis: Why We Need Public Schools - Bill Mathis 
A Brief History of Public Education - Diane Ravitch 
Values and Education Policy - Fiske and Ladd 
Public Schooling and Social Welfare - David Kabaree 
Reflections on the Public School and Social Fabric -Mike Rose 
Our Schools and Our Towns Belong to Each Other - Peter Greene 
The Great Equalizer of Conditions of Humanity - Smagorinsky 
The Mythical Great Equalizer School System - Kevin Welner 
Democracy's Wobbly Cornerstone - Oaks and Lipton 
Reflections on What Might Have Been - Sonia Nieto 
Necessary But Insufficient - Prudence Carter 
Public Education for the Public Good - Richard Milner 
Making the Common School Truly Common - Joanne Powers 
We know Better and Must do Better - Martin Brooks 
If We Believe That Democracy is Such a Good Idea - Deborah Meier 
The Role of the Public School in Preparation - Carol Lee 
Tension Between Teacher Professionalism - Ken Zeichner 
Horace Mann and the New common Good - Joshua Starr 
Horace and George and Zitkala - Jacqueline Greeno Brooks 
Public School Funding and the Reform Distraction - Mark Weber 
Education is Our Only Political Safety - James Harvey 
Is There Still a Public in Public Education? - Gloria Ladson-Billings 
Public Education at the Crossroads: Era of Choice - Carol Burris 
What's Not to Like about Private Schools? - Jack Jennings 
Scrutinizing the School Choice & Equity Ethos - Julian Vasques Heilig 
The Scandalous History of Schools Receiving Federal - David Berliner 
Can Public Common Schooling Save the Republic? - D.C. Phillips 
Public schools and Acting Against Threats to Democracy - M. Apple 
A New Deal for public Schools - William Ayers 

 
Teachers College Press.    Nov 2021/ Approx. 352 pages 
Paper, $39.95, 978-0-8077-6609-5 

 
HC, $120, 978-0-80 77-6610-1/ E-book, 
$39.95, 978·0·8077-7994-1 

 

Click here to pre-order from Amazon 

PS: All royalties from the sale of this book go 

to the Horace Mann League of the USA. 

This book is an excellent gift for friends 
of public education, school board 
members, legislators, professors, and 
community leaders. 
 

mailto:jmckay@hmleague.org
https://www.amazon.com/Public-Education-Defending-Cornerstone-Democracy/dp/0807766097

